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would not live to be very much older. Poland had not
yet ratified the Pragmatic Sanction, and Charles VI.
promised to defend the claims of Augustus the Strong's
son, who later became the third Augustus of Poland, if,
in return, Poland acknowledged the Sanction.

The ratification of the Sanction by the Elector of
Saxony was particularly important to Charles, as
Augustus III. was married to Maria-Josephe, his brother
Joseph's daughter, who, according to Leopold's Law,
took precedence over Maria Theresa as the successor
to the throne of the Habsburgs. Russia, too, agreed to
support the Saxon claimant to the throne of Poland.
To ensure herself of Charles's help when this ominous
situation came to a head, Anne of Russia promised to
acknowledge the Pragmatic Sanction, if he put his army
at her disposal.

Obviously France would fight on the side of Stanis-
laus, for Lotus XV. was married to his daughter. Apart
and above these family sentiments was the outstanding
political consideration that, as Pierre Gaxotte so rightly
says: " France has always needed an ally who could
attack Germany from the rear."

The War of the Polish Succession, which for Charles
was an armed defence of the Pragmatic Sanction, began
in 1733 shortly after the death of Augustus the Strong.
He had died in February 1733, a few months after
Francis had returned to Austria. The war lasted until
the autumn of 1735, and the peace was signed in Vienna
on the third of October. Charles's ally, Augustus III.,
became King of Poland, but Charles was bitterly dis-
appointed by the Peace. He was forced to surrender
Naples and Sicily to Don Carlos of Spain, receivii^
Parma and Piacenza in return. Russia, Poland, and
Saxony had beeji added to the powers